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BOOK REVIEWS. 

Copley-Pelham Letters. Massachusetts Historical Society Collections, 
Volume 71. 

The letters and documents printed in this volume are in the Public 
Record Office, London. Peter Pelham, son of Peter Pelham, of London, 
came to Boston about 1721, where he taught dancing, writing, reading, 
painting upon glass, and all kinds of needle work. By a wife, Martha, in 
England he had Peter, Charles and William. In Boston he married the 
widow of Richard Copley and had by her Henry Pelham, who was also an 
artist. John Singleton Copley, an eminent portrait painter, born in Boston, 
was his stepson. Peter Pelham, Jr., was born in London, December 17, 
1721, came to Boston with his father, and, in 1741, was tutor in Charles- 
ton, South Carolina, to the sister of Lady Deloraine. About 1752 he came 
to Williamsburg, assisted in installing the great new organ in Bruton 
Church, and was employed by the General Assembly as organist at a 
salary of £25. a year. Subsequently he was also appointed at a salary of 
£40. keeper of the Public Jail in Williamsburg and given apartments in 
that building. He added to his revenue by giving music lessons, and at all 
the theatrical performances he furnished the musical accompaniments. 
He was a member of the Williamsburg Lodge of Masons, and was living 
in 1776, when he was still organist and jailer. His son, Charles Pelham, 
was a Major in the war of the Revolution and his son Peter was clerk of 
Brunswick County. The gallant Major John Pelham of the Confederate 
army was a descendant. The chief musician in Williamsburg previous to 
Pelham was Cuthbert Ogle, of whom more information is desirable, as he 
had a remarkable collections of musical literature. 

The Genealogy of the Fishback Family in America, 1714-1914. Compiled 
and edited by Willis Miller Kemper. Published by Thomas Madi- 
son Taylor, New York. 

The German people have furnished no inconsiderable element to the 
population of Virginia. In very early days some strong members of this 
nation found their way to Accomac. Dr. George Hack, of Cologne, and 
Thomas Harmanson, of Brandenburg, were founders of important fami- 
lies in that part of Virginia. The first regular German colony was estab- 
lished in Virginia in 1714. They were miners, forty-two in number, 
counting men, women and children, who came from Nassau-Siegen and 
its neighborhood, and were settled by Gov. Alexander Spotswood at a 
place called Germanna in Spotsylvania Co., where he engaged them in 
mining. 



